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On March 18, 1932, the United States attorney for the Southern District of
Florida, acting upon a report by the Secretary of Agriculture, flled in the
District Court of the United States for the district aforesaid a libel praying
gseizure and condemnation of 15 cases of canned shrimp, remaining in the
original and unbroken packages at Tampa, Fla., alleging that the article had
been shipped in interstate commerce on or about January 30, 1932, by Devitt &
Son Co., from New Orleans, La., to Tampa, Fla., and charging adulteration
in violation of the food and drugs act. The article was labeled in part:
“ Sancho Panza en Barataria Brand Camarones * * * Devitt & Son Co,
New Orleans, La.”

It was alleged in the libel that the article was adulterated in that it consisted
in part of a decomposed animal substance.

On April 27, 1932, no claimant having appeared for the property, judgment
of condemnation and forfeiture was entered, and it was ordered by the court
that the product be destroyed by the United States marshal.

HENRY A. WALLACE, Secretary of Agriculture.

19764. Adulteration and misbranding of canned mushrooms. U. 8. .
American Mushroom Companies gnc.). Plea of molo contendere.
Fine, $100. (F. & D. No. 27428. I, 8. Nos. 15589, 26577.)

This action was based on the interstate shipment of canned mushrooms, in
which samples from omne lot were found to contain excessive brine, and in
which samples from the remaining lots were found to contain a greater pro-
portion of stems than should be found in canned whole mushrooms. _

On February 1, 1932, the United States attorney for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania, acting upon a report by the Secretary of Agriculture, filed in the
District Court of the United States for the distriet aforesaid an information
against the American Mushroom Companies (Inc.), a corporation, trading at
Avondale, Pa., alleging shipment by said company, in violation of the food and
drugs act, on or about June 13 and October 27, 1930, from the State of Pennsyl-
vania into the State of Illinois, and on or about November 12, 1930, from the
State of Pennsylvania into the State of New York, of quantities of canned
mushrooms that were adulterated and misbranded. The article was labeled in
part: (Can) “ Minuet Brand Hothouse Mushrooms Buttons * * * steril-
ized in their own juice * * * American Mushroom Companies, Inc,,
New York.”

It was alleged in the information that a portion of the article was adulterated
in that excessive brine had been mixed and packed therewith so as to reduce
and lower and injuriously affect its quality and strength, and had been sub-
stituted in part for mushrooms, which the said article purported to be. Adul-
teration was alleged with respect to the remainder for the reason that exces-
sive stems had been mixed and packed with the article so as to reduce and
lower and injuriously affect its quality and strength, and had been substituted
in part for sliced mushrooms, which the article purported to be.

Misbranding of the lots that were found to contain excessive brine was
alleged for the reason that the statements, “ Mushrooms” and * Sterilized
in their own juice,” borne on the can label, were false and misleading, and
for the further reason that the article was labeled as aforesaid so as to deceive
and mislead the purchaser, since the said statements represented that the .
article consisted wholly of mushrooms that had been sterilized in their own
juice, whereas they did not consist wholly of mushrooms, but did consist in
part of excessive brine, and said mushrooms were not sterilized in their own
Juice. Misbranding was alleged with respect to the remaining lots for the
reason that the article was composed in part of excessive stems and was
‘offered for sale and was sold under the distinctive name of another article,
to wit, sliced mushrooms. ‘ '

On April 1, 1932, a plea of nolo contendere to the information was entered
on behalf of the defendant company, and the court imposed a fine of $100.

HENRY A. WALLACE, Secretary of . Agriculture.

>19765. Adulteration and misbranding of butter. U. S. i’. 7 Cases of Butter.
Consent decree of condemnation and forfeiture. Product re-
leased under bond to be reworked. (F. & D. No. 28267. I. 8. Nos.
53331, 53336. 8. No. 6119.)
This action involved the interstate shipment of a quantity of butter, samples
of which were found to contain less than 80 per cent by weight of milk fat,
the standard prescribed by Congress.



